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Key takeaways 

 

• During the Trump presidency, the CEE region, and particularly 

Hungary and Poland, have become favorite US partners: Not 

only has diplomatic contact radically increased, but trade and 

defense cooperation has notably intensified. 

• While driven partly by strategic and geopolitical interests, this 

enhanced US-CEE cooperation revolves around shared 

�L�G�H�R�O�R�J�L�F�D�O�� �W�K�H�P�H�V���� �_�1�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �V�R�Y�H�U�H�L�J�Q�W�\�‘, and anti-

immigration, stands at the heart of these. But beneath this 

�R�Y�H�U�D�O�O�� �V�O�R�J�D�Q���� �O�L�H�V�� �D�Q�� �R�Y�H�U�O�D�S�S�L�Q�J�� �X�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �R�I�� �_�-�X�G�H�R-

�&�K�U�L�V�W�L�D�Q���&�L�Y�L�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�‘�����R�I���_�G�H�P�R�F�U�D�F�\�‘���D�V���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�D�U�L�D�Q�L�V�P���D�Q�G���R�I��
�_�V�W�U�H�Q�J�W�K�‘�� �D�V�� �Q�R�W�� �M�X�V�W�� �D�� �P�H�D�Q�V�� �D�Q�G�� �L�Q�V�W�U�X�P�H�Q�W���� �E�X�W�� �D�V�� �D�� �P�R�U�D�O��
value and end in itself.  

• At international fora like the UN and the EU, these shared 

ideological themes have already resulted in some very specific 

foreign policy alignments: From rejecting international 

migration regulation, to opposing liberal rights around gender.  

• In the context of transatlantic security cooperation, these shared 

ideological themes have led to an enhanced focus on protecting 

'Christian communities', an Israel-centric vision of peace in the 

Middle East region, and a re-phrasing of the anti-terrorism 

agenda, in more absolute (Christianity versus Islam) terms.  

• In sum, the emerging US-CEE value alliance stands in contrast to 

existing NATO values and policies. If continued, it is likely to 

lead to more internal NATO tensions.   
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