
LEADERS’ AGENDA 2020 - 2021

Europe must shape its own destiny. The opportunities 
offered by the green and digital transitions, supported 
by the exceptional recovery package agreed in July, 
are formidable tools to help transform our economies. 
An innovative and resilient EU will make us a strong 
global player. 

To pursue those objectives and to push ahead with 
the Strategic Agenda, the President puts forward an 
ambitious European Council agenda covering the 
key challenges confronting the Union. This is a living 
document that will be updated as circumstances require. 

Well-prepared, strategic discussions in the European 
Council will enable us to deepen our understanding of 
our shared interests and widen our strategic consensus. 
This will in turn contribute to the effective and uniform 
implementation of our collective decisions. Where no 
immediate conclusions are drawn, the outcome of the 
debates will be reflected in later conclusions. 

The President intends to bring the various dimensions 
of the green transition and digital transformation to 
the agenda (e.g. trade in December 2020, healthcare in 
February 2021, digital taxation in March 2021, social issues 
at the informal meeting in May 2021), and keep progress 
on earlier conclusions under constant review (e.g. Single 
Market, industrial policy and digital in March 2021).

Europe’s role in the world will be on the agenda of 
every European Council meeting. Some issues will be 
linked to international developments, while others will 
be strategic discussions or preparations for important 
meetings with partners.

Euro Summits should continue to provide guidance 
on the completion of the Banking Union and the 
Capital Markets Union. This strand of work is crucial, 
not only in the context of the recovery and resilience 
of the European economy, but also to strengthen the 
international role of the euro.



20
20

1-2 
OCTOBER 
Special

• Digital
• Single Market / Industrial policy
• External relations (Turkey, China)

15-16 
OCTOBER 
Regular

• EU-UK negotiations
• Climate (orientation debate)
• External relations (Africa)

16 
NOVEMBER

Informal meeting HoSG in Berlin 
• China

10-11 
DECEMBER 
Regular

• Physical (tbc) meeting with representatives  
of the African Union

• Climate 
• Trade
• External relations (Southern Neighbourhood)

EURO SUMMIT  
BANKING UNION, 
CAPITAL MARKETS 
UNION

20
21

FEBRUARY 
Special

• Health
• European Security and Defence

Back to back with 

• Eastern Partnership Summit

25-26 
MARCH 
Regular

• Digital, including digital taxation
• Single Market / EU industrial policy
• External relations (Russia)

EURO SUMMIT 
INTERNATIONAL 
ROLE EURO

7-8
MAY 

Informal meeting HoSG in Portugal 

• Social impact of the digital and green transformation

 Back to back with

• EU-India Leaders meeting

24-25 
JUNE 
Regular

• Future of Schengen
• External relations (UK)

SUMMITS WITH THIRD COUNTRIES TO BE SCHEDULED:
• EU-African Union Summit, Brussels
• Informal meeting EU Leaders-Chinese President, Brussels
• Western Balkans Summit
• ASEM Summit
• (Poss.) EU-CELAC Summit


